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Abstract 

  This report underscores that the prevailing view of community schools is just a  beginning for their 
ongoing development and contribution to improving schools. We stress that defining the initiative as 
a “community-based effort to coordinate and integrate ... services” raises some concerns and limits 
their evolution. We illustrate this by highlighting that the movement to link community services to 
schools inadvertently has worked against efforts to catalyze a much needed transformation in how 
schools address barriers to learning and teaching.  

With respect to community school’s moving forward, we focus on system building that includes an 
emphasis on transforming student/learning supports and that is pursued by school-home-community 
collaboratives. The process is described as requiring an expanded framework for school improvement 
policy that  coalesces school and community resources into a unified, comprehensive, and equitable 
system of interventions by weaving together overlapping institutional missions and resources. 

Key challenges for those committed to developing comprehensive and equitable community schools are 
discussed as including (1) outreach to a wide range of  community resources, (2) adopting shared 
governance and functions, (3) establishing an effective and sustainable collaborative infrastructure, and 
(4) connecting “families” of community schools to address common concerns and achieve economies of
scale.
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